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Quantitative and synergetic linguistics belong to the most productive and 
interesting research branches of modern approaches to language. Synergetic 
linguistics considers language as a self-organizing and self-regulating system 
(Köhler 1986, 2005), which dynamically adapts to the changing needs of a 
given language community. This dynamic process of adaptation can lead to 
the development of new structures for communicative functions required, or 
to the elimination of elements which are not required any longer, but which 
may eventually be used for other purposes. Synergetic linguistics has been 
developed with the explicit aim not only to describe the emergence and 
development of linguistic elements, structures, and properties, but also to 
explain them in terms of a process (not dissimilar to biological evolution).

The present anthology with its 20 contributions written by 26 internationally 
renowned authors offers a representative insight into and survey over 
current scientific research in this fascinating area. The contributions 
discuss a wide range of issues on the basis of data from typologically quite 
different languages: this comprises detailed phonological, morphological, 
lexicographical, syntactic and semantic analyses of individual linguistic 
phenomena, as well as text linguistic studies. Moreover, there are a number 
of articles which use the synergetic approach to deal with problems that are 
relevant for other disciplines, both in the humanities and other sciences. They 
reflect the interdisciplinary nature of synergetic research and demonstrate 
that synergetic linguistics can provide an important impetus for the study of 
literature, semiotics, musicology, forensic linguistics, computational linguistics, 
and others.

Sy
n

e
rg

e
ti

c 
Li

n
gu

is
ti

cs

www.praesens.at

€ 43,80 [D] 
€ 45,00 [A]

L i n g u i s t i c s



Sven Naumann
Peter Grzybek

Relja Vulanović
Gabriel Altmann

(eds.)

Synergetic Linguistics
Text and Language as Dynamic Systems

To Reinhard Köhler on the Occasion
of his 60th Birthday



Bibliografische Information der Deutschen Nationalbibliothek 

Die Deutsche Nationalbibliothek verzeichnet diese Publikation in der Deutschen 
Nationalbibliografie; detaillierte bibliografische Daten sind im Internet über 

http://dnb.d-nb.de abrufbar.

ISBN: 978-3-7069-0700-2

Gedruckt mit Unterstützung    
der Karl-Franzens-Universität Graz 

sowie der Kulturabteilung der Stadt Wien,
Wissenschafts- und Forschungsförderung

© Praesens Verlag
http://www.praesens.at

Wien 2012
Alle Rechte vorbehalten. Rechtsinhaber, die nicht ermittelt werden

konnten, werden gebeten, sich an den Verlag zu wenden.



Contents

Preface vii

A hybrid approach to tokenization 1
Andrei Beliankou, Sven Naumann

How many words are in a verse? An exploration 13
Karl-Heinz Best

Maximal lengths of repeat in English prose 23
Łukasz Dębowski
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